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An exciting opportunity was made 
possible when AIMS South Africa 
and the Academy of Science of 
South Africa (ASSAf) forwarded a 
joint expression of interest to host 
a Centre for Education in Science 
for Africa, the Mediterranean and 
Europe (CESAME) for teachers. 
During 3-4 October 2017 Professor 
Barry Green, Professor Fritz Hahne 
and Ms Sinobia Kenny presented 
talks in support of the CESAME 
Centre at the African European 
Mediterranean Academies for  
Science Education (AEMASE) III 
Conference at the Institute of 
France in Paris. The talks were 
well received and a CESAME in 
South Africa was approved by the 
Steering Committee. 
 
The CESAME will run in collabora-
tion with like-minded institutions 
from South Africa and the interna-
tional community. The key compo-
nent of the teacher training at the 
CESAME will be inquiry-based 
learning which, for perhaps the 
first time, will merge mathemat-
ics, science and human sustainable 
development in South African 
schools. 

Opening by the Minister of Education (France)  

AIMSSEC attended the Education 
Week Conference in Cape Town 
during 4-5 October 2017. The aim 
of the conference was to target 
education development in the 
Western Cape, and included talks 
regarding leadership management, 
teacher training, and digital dis-
ruptions in the classroom. Speakers 
included teachers, technology  
developers, and Western Cape  
Education Department officials; 
the variety of professionals made 
for interesting debates regarding 
the future of educational develop-
ment in the province.  

Attendees at the Education Week 

AIMS South Africa and ASSAf representing the collaboration  

“We need to give learners and teacher more opportunities, and provide 
teachers with less rigid educational policies that allow for a flexible and 

changing curriculum that can accommodate the wealth of knowledge  
available to them.” 
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On 17 October 2017 staff of AIMS South Africa 
accompanied Ms Lucy Hawking (Professor  
Stephen Hawking’s daughter) and Dr Carole 
Bloch (Director of PRAESA) to read alongside 
Grade 5 learners at Inukhanyo Primary School 
in Masiphumelele.  Ms Hawking’s school visit 
was supported by AIMS South Africa’s Dr Eddy 
Kimba Phongi who also demonstrated a  
mathematics educational game to encourage 
the  inquisitive minds of learners to engage 
with problem solving puzzles in mathematics.   
 
On 26 October staff of AIMSSEC arrnaged for a 
reading of Ms Lucy Hawking’s book to Grade  
5-7 learners at Ocean View Primary School. 
AIMSSEC was delighted when their teaching 
assistant, Chad Boissy, read parts of the book 
to the learners.Ms Lindiwe Tshuma of AIMSSEC 
led the visits. 
 
(PRAESA: Project for the Study of Alternative 
Education in South Africa) 

Ms Lucy Hawking explaining the content of the book with the 
introduction of the book by Ms Noluvuyo Hobana  

A learner volunteers to read the isiXhosa version 
of Ms Hawking’s book 

Learners attempting a mathematics-based puzzle  

Learners enjoying a story-telling activity by Ms Lucy Hawking  
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Africa Code Week took place 18-25 October 2017, with a goal 
to promote education, innovation and inspiration among 
young learners across the continent to explore the world of 
coding. Throughout the week AIMS South Africa hosted over 
130 learners (Grades 7 to 9) from 4 schools and the Thope 

From 18 to 21 September 2017, 
Dr Barrie Barnard represented 
AIMSSEC as a laureate of the 
UNESCO-Hamdan Prize (edition 
2011-2012) for Outstanding 
Practice and Performance in 
Enhancing the Effectiveness of 
Teachers in developing countries 
within marginalised or disadvan-
taged communities. 
 
AIMSSEC was invited by the 
UNESCO International Task Force 
on Teachers to attend the Annu-
al Meeting and the 10th Policy 
Dialogue Forum of the Task 
Force on Teachers in Lomé, To-
go.  The 10th Policy Dialogue 
Forum focused on the topic 
“Teaching: a Profession”, a core 
concept in the provisions of 
teachers in the Sustainable De-
velopment Goals (SDGs) and 
Education 2030 Agenda.  

Dr Barrie Barnard with attendees  

Foundation across the province for daily workshops. The 
workshop facilitators comprised of AIMS researchers and Mas-
ter’s students, along with AIMSSEC staff. The Scratch soft-
ware was developed by Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
(MIT) and was used by the facilitators teach the basics coding 
in a fun, interactive way.   

Chad Boissy, AIMSSEC teaching assistant guiding a learner  Learners discussing strategies for Scratch  
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“I am currently in my final year of civil  
engineering at the University of Victoria,  
with a focus on sustainable development in 
rural communities. Branching out from the 
traditional path of civil engineering, I wish to 
pursue opportunities in isolated communities 
to provide innovative solutions for the  
development of education, health care and 
economic opportunities; this is what lead me 
to AIMSSEC.  
 
Developing learning and teaching resources to 
improve mathematics education in the rural 
communities of South Africa is a unique and 
challenging opportunity to be a part of.  
 
Further, working with the small diverse team 
at AIMSSEC has given me a variety of opportu-
nities, including: Africa Code Week, Ukhanyo 
School visit in Masiphumelele Township and 
Education Week Cape Town. I hope to take 
advantage of the incredible opportunity  
here, and contribute as much as I can  to the 
AIMSSEC team during my stay in South Africa.” Chad Boissy, AIMSSEC teaching assistant  

We also say farewell to AIMSSEC’s IT  
Coordinator and FET lecturer, Mr McDonald 
Chapwanya who has taken on a new position 
at Stellenbosch University.  We wish him all 
the very best in the world as he furthers his 
career in the future. 
 

On 26 October 217 the AMESA Council of the  
Western Cape held their last meeting for the year 
at AIMS South Africa as a token of demonstrating 
AIMSSEC’s commitment to the work done by AMESA 
and representation of AIMSSEC on the Council. We 
thank AMESA for our involvement for 2017. 

Farewell Mr MacDonald Chapwanya  


